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‘Warning Sign D4: The Wrong Subjects

In 1936 Literary Digest magazine polled 10 million people and predicted that AIF Landon would win

| the election for president with 57% of the popular vote. With 10 million responses they certainly did
not make the "too few subjects" mistake, but nobody remembers president Landon because he in fact
lost 46 of 48 states to Franklin Delano Roosevelt, our 32nd president. Where did Zierary Digest go
wrong? They got their subjects from three seurces: their own readers, automobile registrations, and
telephone subscribers. But in 1936, as the country emerged from the great depression, many people
could not afford literary magazines, nor cars, nor telephones, and those who could not were more
likely to wote for Roosevelt, Even today, when phone ownership is much closer to universal, it is
difficult to get a truly representative sample of voters. Call a home number during the day, and you get AlfLandon
tmostly people who don't work. Since it is lsgal in the US to call cell phone mumbers For polls, you wil underweight the younger
voters who tend to prefer cell phones. Pollsters have ways for balancing out these biases, but the sample will never be completely
unbiased.
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Sampling: simple mean
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